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President’s Note 
 
 Well darn, I missed another field trip.  As some of you know I have a real soft spot for the Paleozoic seas 
and Mineral Wells is a fine place to dive in.  I understand from Ed the turnout was light but the collecting was good.  
Ed called me in the middle of things needing some help (phone numbers) when he had car trouble but I could still 
hear in his voice that he was happy to be out collecting even if the truck was dead.  His preliminary report made it 
sound like all worked out and he and everyone else had a good time. 
 
The next field trip will be to the Ash Grove Quarry in Midlothian, Texas.  The trip will be on the 27th (not the 
weekend after the meeting) and there will be limit of 25 members.  Ed will have more details for us and they will 
appear both in the field trip notice here and he will explain things at the October meeting. 
 
Our other big event this month is Gem Capers, the annual show of the Austin Gem and Mineral Society.  We will 
have a large booth and be promoting our club and our own upcoming show, Fossil Fest.  We need volunteers for 
Friday thru Sunday and last I heard Saturday needs them the most.  Two or more hours at our booth will get you in 
free and is a great way to meet other collectors, families and enthusiasts.  See the details in this newsletter. 
 
This weekend, Saturday the 13th, 10AM-2PM at Champion Park, David Lindberg will be representing us at 
Williamson County's Dino Day event.  
 
And of course now is the time (last two months) before our own show, Fossil Fest that we start asking hard for 
volunteers.  Fossil Fest is always fun and you can help in so many ways and ALL levels of help are greatly 
appreciated.  Our VP and Show Chair Suzanne will have more info in the newsletter. 
 
The weather lately has been very cooperative for collecting here in Central Texas.  Decent rain followed by sunny 
days and temperatures that do not fry brain cells.  I hope all of you are getting out and finding good specimens.  Any 
new members that want to get advice, directions or even join me at a local road cut or two should feel free to contact 
me. 
 
See you at the next meeting and future field trips.  -- Erich 

 
 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday October 16, 2012 

7:00 p.m. at the Austin Gem and Mineral Society building 
6719 Burnet Lane, Austin, TX 

 
From Head to Tail: Identifying Functional Signals in the Primate 

Axial Skeleton Using Comparative, Evolutionary and 
Developmental Approaches 

 
Gabrielle A. Russo 

 
 Ms. Russo is a physical anthropologist that studies functional morphology, locomotion, ontogeny and 
evolution. She is a PhD candidate in the Department of Anthropology at The University of Texas at Austin.  
 
Much of her graduate work focuses on the primate axial skeleton. In this talk, she will present three recent research 
projects. The first project (in collaboration with Dr. Chris Kirk – UT Austin) tests the functional link between 
foramen magnum position and posture/locomotion in a comparative sample of bipedal and quadrupedal mammals 
(Diprotodontia, Primates, Rodentia) in order to evaluate the utility of foramen magnum position as an indicator of 
bipedality in fossil hominins.  
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The second project draws from her dissertation research (funded by a NSF Doctoral Dissertation Improvement 
Grant, a Leakey Foundation General Research Grant, and two UT Austin College of Liberal Arts Graduate Research 
Fellowships) which uses novel methodological approaches to better understand three changes in spinal anatomy that 
occurred during the course of hominoid evolution: tail loss, the adoption of orthograde trunk posture, and 
adaptations to bipedal locomotion.  
 
The third project (in collaboration with Dr. Jesse Young - NEOMED) explores the interaction between postcranial 
growth and changing locomotor demands throughout development by examining ontogenetic scaling patterns in 
capuchin monkey caudal vertebrae in the context of behavioral studies that document age-related differences in 
prehensile tail use.  

 
 

PRE-MEETING FOSSIL STUFFING PARTY - 10/16 at 6pm 
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October Field Trip 
 

Ash Grove Quarry - Midlothian, Texas 
 

Saturday October 27, 2012 
Meet at 7:30AM at the Quarry  

 
 For those going to the Ash Grove Quarry, the manager has asked that everyone be on 
time, so that we can get started at 8:00. I think we should try to be in the parking lot by 7:30. If 
you get there late, you probably will miss out. In the past we all (and there will be many) go in at 
once in a large caravan - this is a working quarry and they have to stop their vehicles while we 
pass. You need to have your release forms (see end of newsletter) filled out and ready to hand 
over. You should also have lots of water and snacks as we plan to be there until 2:00. Dress for 
the weather predicted and wear boots of some kind. Have something to put small items in (i.e. 
teeth) as well as bags for larger items. Hammers would be good. And please, they will show us 
where we can collect - DO NOT go anywhere else. Some people take large buckets to fill with 
matrix rock so they can dissolve it later to find more teeth, your option. And I do plan to go 
somewhere else after. To be determined by those who go. This means wait in the parking lot 
after we come back out. Sounds like fun, see you there! 
 
As far as I know, no one has collected this quarry in over a year so the collecting should be good. 
It has been many years since we were able to get into this quarry, so I have no idea what 
conditions we will find. In the past, we have collected shark teeth and vertebrae, fish - whole and 
partial, bivalves, gastropods and all the usual Eagle Ford fossils. 
 
We have also been asked to limit our attendance to 25 members. So you will have to sign up to 
attend. Trying to be fair, we will start the sign-up at the October meeting. Whatever slots are still 
open will be filled by calling me or e-mailing me after the meeting on a first come basis. And as 
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with anything of this sort - please contact me if after being included on the list you find you can 
not attend so that we can have as many members as possible present. There will be several other 
clubs collecting with us so there will be quite a lot of people in the quarry at once.  
 

Directions: 
 

Midlothian, TX is approximately 3 hours and 30 minutes north of Austin via IH-35 north to  
IH-35W to Alvarado and then US-67 east to Midlothian.  Continue on US-67 just north of the 
town and look for Gifco Road. Take the Dove Lane exit onto the frontage road and look for 

Gifco Road. Go west to the quarry parking lot (900 Gifco Rd.) 
 

Contact Ed Elliot, Field Trip Leader: fieldtripchair@austinpaleo.org or 512-657-7581 
 
 

AGMS GEM CAPERS - 10/19 through 10/21 
 
Coming up this weekend is the Austin Gem and Mineral Society (AGMS) Gem Capers annual show!  The 
Paleontological Society of Austin (PSoA) will be an exhibitor at the show again this year and we need 
your help making this a successful endeavor for PSoA!! 
 
Aside from our show, Fossil Fest, Gem Capers is the largest public outreach for PSoA.  The show is an 
important vehicle in spreading the word about Fossil Fest.  It's also an opportunity to take an active role in 
the scientific education of grade-school children during Gem Capers Youth Education Day (on Friday). 
This latter task is one of considerable urgency in our present society, where there is an ever-increasing 
need for capable science educators, particularly in typically under-funded public school systems. Our 
organization shows children how science can be fun and has the opportunity to spark an interest in the 
subject that can leave an indelible mark on the children for the rest of their lives.  
 
We need you to volunteer your time to this worthy cause and spread the message on the 
importance of science -- it's all about making a difference. 
 
The show will be held Friday, October 19 (9am-5pm), Saturday, October 20 (10am-6pm) and Sunday, 
October 21 (10am-5pm), 2012 at the Palmer Events Center (900 Barton Springs Rd) in Austin, Texas.   
 
The PSoA booth will feature an educational Quest for Knowledge, fossil touch table, fossil displays, paleo 
tools, fossil cleaning and give-a-ways.  Please consider filling a Display Case for the show - PSoA has 
two cases reserved.  It's great practice for Fossil Fest!  If you're interested in filling a Display Case at the 
show, consider participating in the SCFMS Case Competition (optional).  Did I mention that Volunteers 
get in FREE to Gem Capers?!  It's a great show and lots of fun!  For more information about Gem Capers, 
visit the AGMS Gem Capers website. 
 
Volunteers are needed for Set-Up (Thursday, Oct. 18 beginning at 3pm), all 3 days of the show 
(especially Friday), and Tear-Down (beginning at 5pm on Sunday, Oct. 21).  Sign-up at the monthly 
meeting or online at www.mysignup.com/agms (the passcode is paleo). 
 

FOSSIL FEST UPDATE 
 
The 22nd Annual Fossil Fest is almost here!  Mark your calendars for set-up on Friday, Nov. 30 and 
show dates of Saturday, Dec. 1 and Sunday, Dec. 2.  All hands on deck are needed to make this 
show sail smoothly!  Whether you attend monthly meetings, field trips or occasional outreach activities - 
we need you to pitch in for our showcase event! 
 
At this month's meeting, hear about all the changes and exciting new activities scheduled for the show! 
 The Fossil Fest Sign-up will be available - sign up early to get your favorite spot and time!  Whether you 
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prefer manning the Admissions Desk, magnifying fossils under the microscope, helping out in the Kitchen, 
talking to kids about the touch table fossils, spinning the Wheel of Fossils or watching kids dig up fossils - 
there's something for everyone!  For those that enjoy teaching kids and making crafts, there are a few 
Fossilization mini-workshops available each day that need a special teacher!  After the meeting, the 
Fossil Fest Sign-up will be available online at www.mysignup.com/fossilfest (the passcode is paleo). 
 
This year we are asking for donation of physical items for the show - such as 12-packs of Coke/Diet 
Coke, paper and ink.  We have done this in the past (for soda) on a very informal basis; but have included 
it in the Fossil Fest Sign-up this year.  Be sure to take a look at those items, sign-up and bring them to the 
November meeting! 
 
Next month, bring all your donations to the meeting - including CLEAN fossils!  Bring as many as 
possible for the DIG PIT (recognizable as a fossil, very small for the sand pit and small for the gravel pit) 
and WHEEL OF FOSSILS (think what would you want to take home)! 
 
The following are other upcoming ways for members to help out with Fossil Fest! 
 
DISPLAY CASES 
We encourage you to create a display case for Fossil Fest.  Although many members signed up at the 
August meeting, we still have quite a few cases to fill!  Additionally, there are some key TEKS concepts 
that we'd like to pass on to the kids at the show.  In support of these concepts, please consider the 
following ideas or information to include in your displays:   
A display of how fossils form with an example of each (permineralization, carbonization, etc) 
Examples of changes to an organism over time 
Collection of crinoids and their structures 
Type fossils and why they're important to paleontology - to identify geological time / layers 
Urchins - characteristics used to identify them with samples and diagrams 
Display showing environment of the fossil while living - deep ocean, shallow ocean, temperature, zone, 

etc 
FACEBOOK PAGE 
Did you know?  We have a public facebook page now!  The FF show committee put this together as a 
way of increasing public awareness of the club in general and Fossil Fest in particular, with the hopes of 
getting good attendance at the show!  It's for members too - so follow us at facebook.com/austinpaleo! 
 
Suzanne Galligher, Fossil Fest Show Chair 
 
 

Field Trip Report September 2012 
Mineral Wells 

 
 We waited at McDonalds a little longer than usual, because I kept thinking that there 
would be more of us arriving in Mineral Wells. We started off the day with Kevin Bills, Earl 
Richards and Joni Sula, Virginia and Howard Friedman, and Melvin Noble. Personally, I could 
spend a week in the area. Once there, you have all the sites in town, along with the sites “around 
the corner” in Jacksboro or Bridgeport or Runaway Bay. Plus exploring for new sites, which is 
hard to do in a day after driving from Austin. I thought that Mineral Wells was a good alternative 
destination and the few that went all had a good time. 
 
Our first stop was the Mineral Wells Dump; excuse me….... the Mineral Wells Fossil Park. 
Becoming famous has changed it little. You no longer have to climb through the fence and there 
is a lot more parking, otherwise it is much the same. I believe that the first time I wrote one of 
these; I had been told that it was the Colony Creek Shale. After hunting it for a while, I had 
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decided that it was the Salesville or East Mountain Shale. Publications (by those who know more 
than me) place it as the Keechi Creek Shale with the contact with the overlying Wynn limestone 
near the top of the “wall” surrounding the pit. This is the boundary between the Strawn Group 
and the overlying Canyon Group. While much of the material is compressed, it is extremely 
fossiliferous with lots of crinoid material, brachiopods, several corals and sponges, bivalves, 
gastropods, conularids and cephalopod fragments as well as trilobites. My type of amusement 
park. 
 
Our second stop was close by on Highway 377. I caused a hold-up on collecting by first stopping 
short of the site at a place that held nothing. And then while backing up to actually measure the 
mileage to the site I seemingly ran out of gas. While I do apologize for the hold-up and the time 
lost going to get gas........ I'm happy to report that I wasn't actually that sloppy – I didn't run out 
of gas! Unfortunately the truth will cost a lot more to fix. We stayed on that site for only about 
an hour (which is also Keechi Creek) and it was just Kevin, Melvin and I. Melvin had been 
wanting to hunt for plant material since the last trip to this area …...so we went to Lake Palo 
Pinto and hunted the Mingus Formation, Strawn Group. Most of the wood is hard to ID as a 
particular genus, but there is a lot of Calimites as well as lycopsids and cordaites. Our best finds 
were nice 3-d pieces of Stigmaria. Melvin found the first – the nicest and largest, then I found 
one, then he found another and I grabbed the last. My largest is 23cm long by 9cm. Even if you 
pick nothing up, the large blocks full of fossils are fun to look at and the area, with its cliffs, hills 
and forest, is beautiful. Another great day collecting the Pennsylvanian! Hope to see you at the 
Ash Grove Quarry for the next one.    --Ed
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September 2012 Meeting Minutes 
 
Minutes 9/18/2012 
 
The meeting was called to order and guests were 
introduced.  
 
Dr. Lawrence A. Lawver, Senior Research Scientist at 
the Institute for Geophysics, Jackson School of 
Geoscience, University of Texas at Austin, gave a 
presentation titled “Paleogeographic Reconstructions.” 
  
This presentation reported what plate tectonic 
scientist can learn from the discoveries made by 
vertebrate paleontologists.     
 
Break: 
 
Business: 
 
Minutes 
Prior meeting minutes were approved as amended. 
Treasurers Report 
Checking $6,915.68 
Savings    $17,916.27 
Total        $24,831.95 
Treasurer’s report was approved. 
 
Dino Day is October 13th.  Volunteers are needed 
form 10:00am to 2:00pm.  Call Suzanne if you can 

help.  The location is Champion Park near Leander. 
 David Lindberg tentatively volunteered. 
 
Gem Capers will be on Friday thru Saturday October 
19-21.  Volunteers are needed.  The AGMS will be 
having a competition for display cases.   
 
Cathy asked for a volunteer for hospitality for 
November’s meeting.  Contact Cathy if you can help. 
 
Fossil Fest.  Volunteers were requested to deliver 
Tear Pads to various Places.  Only one of the large 
tables is left to be spoken for.  All small tables are 
rented.   We need lots of small clean fossils!  Please 
donate if you can.  
 
At 6:00pm prior to our next meeting we will be 
having a “Fossil Bag Stuffing Party”.   Please show up 
and help fill the bags!!! 
 
Our next field trip will be to the Mineral Wells area. As 
usual, we will visit several sites in the area.  See the 
prior newsletter for more info. 
  
Door prizes were awarded. 
 
Meeting was adjourned.

 
 

Places to Go... 
 
October 19-21—AUSTIN, TEXAS: Annual show; Austin Gem & Mineral Society; Palmer Events Center; 
900 Barton Springs Rd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, seniors $4, students (13-18) $1, children 
(12 and under) 50 cents; more than 30 vendors, jewelry, beads, gemstones, mineral specimens, crystal, 
fossils, spheres, lapidary equipment, kids' Wheel of Fortune, Gem Mine, jewelry making, Illumination 
Station (glowing rocks), displays, Rock Food Table, Touch Table, member collections, demonstrations, 
faceting, cabbing, polymer clay, Youth Education Day Fri., silent auctions, hourly door prizes, grand prize; 
contact Susan Postlethwait, 6719 Burnet Ln., Austin, TX 78757, (512) 458-9546; e-mail: 
showchariman@austingemandmineral.org; Web site: www.gemcapers.com 
!
October 19-21—VICTORIA, TEXAS: Annual show; Victoria Gem & Mineral Society; Victoria Community 
Center; 2905 E. North St.; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $5, children (under 12) free with adult; 
hourly door prizes, silent auction, Wheel of Fortune, touch table, lapidary demonstrations, member 
display cases, dealers, jewelry, gems, rocks, minerals, beads, fossils, lapidary supplies; contact Ken 
Lemke, PO Box 2804, Victoria, TX 77902, (361) 575-5350; e-mail: victoriagemandmineral@yahoo.com; 
Web site: www.victoriagemandmineral.com 
!
October 20-21—DENISON, TEXAS: Annual show; Texoma Rockhounds; Senior Center; 531 W. 
Chestnut; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission; dealers, jewelry, rough rock, jewelry making supplies; 
contact Rosemary Siems, 91 Country Hill Circle, Sherman, TX 75090, (903) 891-9702; e-mail: 
ramblingrosetoo@yahoo.com 
 
!
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The purpose of the Paleontological Society of Austin, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is the scientific education of the public, the study and 
preservation of fossils and the fossil record and assistance to individual, groups and institutions interested in various aspects of paleontology. 
 
Meetings of the Paleontological Society of Austin are held the third Tuesday* of each month, 7:00 p.m. at the Austin Gem and Mineral Society 
building, 6719 Burnet lane, Austin, TX.  The public is cordially invited to attend.  See web site for April & December dates. 
 
Annual Dues: $18/individual, $24/family and  $12/associate (non-
voting, receiving newsletter) Send to: Treasurer, Paleontological 
Society of Austin, PO Box 90791, Austin, TX 78749-0791 

PSA Web Site: www.austinpaleo.org 
Web master: Michael Smith: webmaster@austinpaleo.org 

 
2012 Officers: 
President Erich Rose      president@austinpaleo.org 
Vice Pres Suzanne Galigher  vicepresident@austinpaleo.org 
Treasurer Gary Rylander  treasurer@austinpaleo.org 
Secretary Dennis Stock  secretary@austinpaleo.org 
Field Trips Ed Elliott  fieldtripchair@austinpaleo.org 
Programs Marilyn Austin  maustinsxsw@hotmail.com 
Editor Erich Rose   editor@austinpaleo.org 
Web master Mike Smith  webmaster@austinpaleo.org 
Show Chair Suzzane Galigher  vicepresident@austinpaleo.org 
Science Advisors: 
Ann M. Molineux, PhD.  annm@mail.utexas.edu 
Pamela R. Owen, PhD.  powen@mail.utexas.edu 
James T.Sprinkle, PhD.  echino@mail.utexas.edu 
 

Permission to copy material printed herein is granted provided proper credit is given to the author and source. 
The Paleontological Society of Austin is a member of and affiliated with: 

 
South Central Federation of Mineral Societies  & American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

 

                                                             
 
 

 
 
 
PALEONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTIN 
Erich Rose, Editor  
807 The Living End 
Austin, TX 78746 
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