DINOSAURS OF TEXAS: EARLY CRETACEOUS

* Kk Kk %k Kk ok Sk * *x * * Paleontological Society of Austin *x x ok Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk ok

Fossils have been recovered from the U.S. states of Montana, Utah, Wyoming, Oklahoma & Texas, in rocks of
the Cloverly Formation, Cedar Mountain Formation and Antlers Formation, though teeth that may belong to
. : Deinonychus have been found much farther east in Maryland. Paleontologist John Ostrom's study of
N DemOnyCh us Deinonychus in the late 1960s revolutionized the way scientists thought about dinosaurs, leading to the
"dinosaur renaissance" and igniting the debate on whether dinosaurs were warm-blooded or cold-blooded.
Before this, the popular conception of dinosaurs had been one of plodding, reptilian giants.
Ostrom noted the small body, sleek, horizontal posture, ratite-like spine, and especially

the enlarged raptorial claws on the feet, which suggested an active, agile predator.

Tenontosaurus

The genus contains two species,
Tenontosaurus tilletti and Tenontosaurus
dossi Many specimens of T. tilletti have been
collected from several geological formations
throughout western North America. T. dossi
is known from only a handful of specimens
collected from the Twin Mountains
Formation of Parker County, Texas.

Acrocanthosaurus

Pawpawsaurus

Acrocanthosaurus was one of the largest
theropods, with one known specimen
reaching 38 feet in length and weighing
approximately 4-6 tons. Large theropod
footprints discovered in Texas may have
been made by Acrocanthosaurus, although
there is no direct association with skeletal
remains.

Pawpawsaurus was
found in the Paw Paw

Formation in Tarrant
County, Texas, in May
1992, by Cameron Campbell.

Texasetes (meaning "Texas resident") is a genus A complete skull is the only specimen

of ankylosaurian dinosaurs . The type specimens was

recovered from the Paw Paw Fm. near Haslet, Tarrant Co.
It was the first armored nodosaurid dinosaur

to be named from the Paw Paw Formation.
However a year later Pawpawsaurus was named. There
have been suggestions that these two are the same genus,

and if proven true, then the Pawpawsaurus fossil material C I
4 ', will become attributed to Texasetes since that genus was onvoiosaurus
AIM.J/ » Y named first. More recently Texasetes was deemed more
AR Texasetes similar to Edmontonia (pictured) and Pawpawsaurus

was closer to Europelta.

Convolosaurus (meaning "flocking lizard" after the
concentration of juvenile fossils found) is a genus of
.. basal ornithopod dinosaur from the Twin Mountains

e - S Formation from Proctor Lake in Comanche
While originally found and named in .+ County, Texas. This skeleton, a composite
Maryland, material assigned to Astrodon il s s of 3 specimens, is on display at the

Perot Museum of Nature
and Science.

has been found in two Oklahoma localities
of the Antlers Formation, which stretches
into northeastern Texas.

Astrodon lived alongside the sauropod
Sauroposeidon proteles, Deinonychus and
the carnosaur Acrocanthosaurus atokensis.
The most common dinosaur preserved in
the Antlers Formation is the ornithopod
Tenontosaurus.
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