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The Mesozoic Era was the Age of Reptiles. It includes the Triassic, the Jurassic
and the Cretaceous periods. Dinosaurs first appeared during the Triassic and
were the dominant animals on land for 135 million years. In parallel, reptiles
evolved that ruled the oceans. These were not dinosaurs, but separate kinds
of marine vertebrates (animals with backbones). Many lived in the ocean
covering what is now Texas. The remains of all of these major families have
been found here, including ichthyosaurs, plesiosaurs (in two varieties - long-
necked and short-necked), and mosasaurs. The most frequently encountered il
fossils are those of the mosasuars of the mid and late Cretaceous, inhabitants { 4
of the Western Interior Seaway. All of these reptiles breathed air and bore live , ‘}
young. 5

Shastasaurus sikanniensis

Texas Ichthyosaurs

Shastasaurus pacificus

PIN

g o ) N
=" Shastasaurus liangae "\

Texas Mosasaurs

;‘_\‘)

e sansiitaiiny .
Dallasaurus 2

Texas Plesiosaurs

Platecarpus *
Albertonectes sp. ©

MASS EXTINCTION

Early Middle Middle Late
252 MYA 201 MYA 174 MYA 163 MYA 145 MYA 100 MYA

Silurian
Mesozoic
Cenozoic

541 MYA ' 359 MYA 298 MYA 252 million years ago (MYA)

4.6 BYA 4.6 billion years ago (BYA) 2.5 BYA 521 MYA

‘@ @ @ | Texas Sea Monsters poster by the Paleontological Society of Austin, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 License. See individual restrictions below. Created October 2023 by Michael K. Smith, msmith17@austin.rr.com.

The text and images above come primarily from Wikipedia. We cite the page, the date, and the license (if appropriate) with the original creator. Abbreviations used - W = "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki". WC = https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
1. WC/Shastasaurus_chartDB15_2.jpg (23 Oct 2015). CC BY-SA 4.0, DiBdg. 2. WC/Dallasaurus_CGl.jpg (29 Oct 2015). CC BY-SA 2.0, Julian Johnson. 3. WC/Clidastes_proph1DB.jpg (29 Oct 2015). CC BY 3.0, Dmitry Bogdanov.

4. WC/Platecarpus2010.jpg (29 Oct 2015). CC BY 3.0,, Dmitry Bogdanov. 5. WC/Tylosaurus prorDB15.jpg, (24 Oct 2015). CC BY-SA 4.0, DiBgd. 6. WC/Albertonectes_vanderveldei.jpg (2 Nov 2015). CC BY-SA 3.0, Smokeybjb.

7. WC/Kronosaurus.jpg (2 Nov 2015). Public domain. Aubra. 8. WC/ElasmosaurusDB15.jpg (25 Oct 2015). CC BY-SA 4.0, Dmitry Bogdanov.



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:

